July 29, 2010
HONORING PATHFINDER VILLAGE

HON. MICHAEL A. ARCURI

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 2010

Mr. ARCURI. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | rise today in honor of
Pathfinder Village, an independent residential
community located in my congressional district
that has greatly enhanced the lives of individ-
uals with Down syndrome.

On this date, 30 years ago, Pathfinder Vil-
lage opened its doors, consisting of 7 houses
and 1 school, with the purpose of providing a
full and productive life for individuals with
Down syndrome. This purpose was inspired
by the dream and life’s work of Pathfinder Vil-
lage’s founder, Marian Mullet.

From its humble beginnings on a 23-acre
cornfield, Pathfinder Village has become a vi-
brant community of 19 buildings located on
187 acres. Today, Pathfinder Village serves as
the home of 87 residents, who, because of
Pathfinder Village, have the resources and op-
portunity to achieve their absolute potential
and pursue their dreams.

Due to the hard work and dedication of its
staff, Pathfinder Village has been tremen-
dously successful in fulfilling the purpose and
promise of its founding.

Madam Speaker, | call on my colleagues to
join me in recognizing Pathfinder Village and
its staff for its 30 years of service to our com-
munity, and for inspiring countless numbers of
individuals with Down syndrome by staying
true to its motto “. . . that each life may find
meaning.”

HONORING LAURA ALLEN

HON. JOHN T. SALAZAR

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 2010

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Laura Allen, a dedicated and invalu-
able member of my office for the past two
years. While working in my office, Laura has
proven herself to be a wonderful colleague
and a thoughtful, dedicated staff member. |
could not be more grateful for or appreciative
of her hard work.

While in my office, Laura served as a pri-
mary liaison between my congressional office
and the residents of the 3rd District of Colo-
rado. She was responsible for effectively com-
municating my positions to my constituents,
while conveying their opinions to myself and
my staff. For almost two years, she has been
the reliable, considerate and friendly “face” of
my office, greeting visitors, managing interns,
facilitating meetings and handling stressful sit-
uations with ease and poise.

Laura was also responsible for legislative
work concerning drug policy, specifically
methamphetamines. While handling this port-
folio, she conducted legislative research, com-
posed and introduced legislation, and partici-
pated in regular conference calls with a coali-
tion of stakeholders. Her work was diligent
and thoughtful.

In addition to her professional responsibil-
ities, Laura was a pleasure to work with. Her
positive attitude and sense of humor will serve
her well into the future.
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Laura Allen will always have a special place
in my heart. My entire staff joins me in wishing
her the best of luck as she begins her studies
at the University of Pittsburgh School of Law,
and with all her future endeavors.

TRIBUTE TO NICK LACINA

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 2010

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Nick Lacina of Marshalltown,
lowa, who will be serving as the honorary
chair of the American Cancer Society’s Relay
for Life of Marshall County, lowa, which will
take place on Saturday, July 31 until Sunday,
August 1, 2010.

Nick is currently undergoing three years of
treatment for leukemia. Nick continues to pur-
sue his dreams by studying to become a civil
engineer at lowa State University. It is ex-
pected that Nick will make a full recovery once
the treatments are complete. He has shown
great strength throughout the period of his
treatment.

| know that my colleagues in the United
States Congress join me in recognizing Nick
Lacina and all of the volunteers and sup-
porters of the American Cancer Society’s
Relay for Life of Marshall County, lowa. | con-
sider it an honor to represent Nick in Con-
gress and wish him a healthy recovery.
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SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 27, 2010

Mr. KIND. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
support of H.R. 4899, the Supplemental Ap-
propriations Act of 2010. As long as our troops
are in harm’s way, it's important that they
have the tools and resources they need to do
their jobs safely and effectively. In the mean-
time, we need to be sure that we continue to
have the right policy.

| am pleased that President Obama has
been asking the right questions about what
our exit strategy will be. While | supported the
War Supplemental, | have a number of con-
cerns with how this effort is proceeding. We
know that our success depends on having a
credible, responsible Afghan government. Un-
fortunately, Afghan President Hamid Karzai
has not demonstrated that he is willing or able
to seriously tackle corruption in his govern-
ment.

Furthermore, nearly nine years after combat
in Afghanistan first began we continue to see
only limited progress in training Afghan secu-
rity forces and developing the capability for Af-
ghans to take full responsibility for the safety
and security of their people.

Of course, even if we have our policy right,
we still need full cooperation from Pakistan,
particularly in preventing Afghanistan’s west-
ern provinces from becoming a safe haven for
al Qaeda and allowing the Taliban to operate
with impunity.
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We must, however, carefully consider the
consequences of simply cutting and running,
which would likely result in the Taliban taking
over the country and providing a sanctuary to
al Qaeda, which continues to threaten terrorist
attacks on America and other countries.

I will work with my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle to hold both the Afghanistan and
Pakistan governments’ feet to the fire and
closely review the effectiveness of our efforts
to stand up competent and capable Afghan
security forces. | support the War Supple-
mental because we have to give our troops
the resources they need to carry out their mis-
sion and because abandoning the Afghan
people now would only strengthen those who
seek to do us harm. It also endangers the
many Afghans who have worked with coalition
forces to help stabilize their country.

Throughout this difficult war, our troops
have performed bravely and | am deeply hon-
ored by the sacrifices they and their families
make. Wisconsin families have provided more
than their fair share of troops to the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan.

Recently, the 32nd “Red Arrow” Brigade re-
turned to Wisconsin after being deployed for
one year in Irag. | was privileged to take part
in a ceremony to welcome them back and
thank them for their exemplary service. Their
experience shows that with appropriate train-
ing, our troops can adapt to any situation in
order to achieve their mission. We must work
to ensure that we can bring our troops back
home in a responsible way that protects Amer-
ica’s security.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. W. TODD AKIN

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 2010

Mr. AKIN. Madam Speaker, on July 28,
2010, | was absent from the House and
missed rollcall votes 480, 481, and 482.

Had | been present, | would have voted yes
on rollcall 480, yes on rollcall 481, and yes on
rolicall 482.

RECOGNIZING THE BAY DEFENSE
ALLIANCE

HON. ALLEN BOYD

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 2010

Mr. BOYD. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the accomplishments of the Bay De-
fense Alliance of Bay County, Florida, whose
members have selflessly dedicated both time
and service on behalf of the citizens of North
Florida in support of the United States Armed
Forces. More specifically, the Bay Defense Al-
liance has been critical throughout the years in
protecting the futures of both the Naval Sup-
port Activity—Panama City and Tyndall Air
Force Base both located in the Congressional
District that | represent.

The accomplishments of the Bay Defense
Alliance can be seen in countless projects
throughout our region. They have been re-
sponsible for having more than $4.5 million in
grants awarded to our local bases; they have
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